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the advancement of science and literature. The city of Jaipur,
founded by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singhji more than two hundred
years ago, has remained a model of city planning in India to this
day. The astronomical observatories, consisting of huge masonry
instruments constructed by the same Maharaja at Jaipur, Delhi,
Benares and Ujjain, are being maintained in good repair; and the
valuable collections of manuscripts and paintings of the Mughal
period are a priceless treasure, which attracts visitors to this his-
toric city.

Some of the monuments of the Jaipur State were inspected by
Sir A. Cunningham in 1864-65, others by his assistant, Mr. A. C. L.
Carlleyle, in 1871-72, and many of these again by Dr. D. R.
Bhandarkar during the year 1909-10. Repairs were occasionally
carried out to some of the ancient monuments in the State, such as
the palaces at Amber. The Government of His Highness the
Maharaja Sir Sawai Mansinghji Bahadur, G.C.I.E., Ruler of Jaipur,
has earned the gratitude of all lovers of ancient art and archaeology
by establishing in 1935 a State Archaeological Department. The
writer of this chapter is the Director, and is grateful to the Finance
Minister, Rai Bahadur Pandit Amar Nath Atal, M.A., for enlight-
ened interest in the activities of the Department.

The most interesting of these tasks has been the exploration of
an ancient site near Bairat, fifty-two miles from the headquarters,
on the road leading to Delhi. Tradition identifies the town of Bairat
with Viratapura, the capital of Virata, the king of the Matsya
country, at whose court the five Pandava heroes and their spouse
Draupadl passed incognito the thirteenth year of their exile. The
present town stands upon a lofty artificial mound in the middle of a
beautiful valley. This mound may be expected to reveal numerous
strata of buildings ranging from early times down to the Mughal
period. The only monument of interest that now remains intact in